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Musicians Performing at the Spring 2019 Concert 

A Spring Bouquet! 
April 7, 2019 
First Presbyterian Church, 256 Mahoning Avenue, NW, Warren, 3 p.m. 
Susan Davenny Wyner, Music Director/Conductor 
Guest soloists: Karen Clark-Green, soprano, and Joseph Kromholz, violin 

Karen Clark-Green, Singer, Actor, Choreographer, Director, Playwright 

     Karen Clark-Green, originally from Warren, Ohio, has been performing 
professionally since the age of 9. She is an original member of the famed 
Kenley Players starting in the 1959 production of the King and I with Betty 
White, in which she was one of the King’s children. She continued to work 
with Kenley as a child actor/dancer throughout her childhood and as a 
young adult. She states that John Kenley was the biggest influence on her 
life as a performer. In her 20s she became a part of the touring company 
performing with some of Hollywood and Broadway's finest who took the 

time to mentor her. Her musical theater credits are vast after 40 years of performing. 

Karen began her opera career in her 20s after becoming a voice major at Youngstown State 
University, where she received her Associate of Arts (Telecommunications) and Bachelor of Fine 
Arts degrees. She excelled in winning many vocal competitions and was presented in performance 
in the outstanding senior/graduate recital. She was accepted into the American Institute of Musical 
Studies summer institute in Graz, Austria, where she sang the lead role in the world premier opera 
Dream Sequence in Vienna and toured with the Sommer Carinthischer Gershwin Festival, 
performing in the concert version of Porgy & Bess and Gershwin concerts throughout Austria and 
Yugoslavia.  
  
    Clark-Green has performed the opera Porgy and Bess over 37 times as Bess, Serena and Clara. 
Other opera credits include Madame Butterfly, Cosi fan Tutte, Turandot, Rigoletto, Aida, La Boheme, 
The Medium, The Magic Flute, The Crucible, The Old Maid and the Thief, Carmen, Susanna and the 
PBS performances of Hansel & Gretel and Albert Herring. Orchestra credits include Youngstown 
Symphony Orchestra, Kansas City Symphony, Cleveland Orchestra, American Spoleto Orchestra, 
Dayton Contemporary Dance Company, Cleveland Philharmonic Orchestra, Columbus Symphony 
Orchestra, Warren Concert Band, and Akron Symphony Orchestra. Karen states, "Without the 
constant encouragement and advice of my friend and mentor William Slocum, I would not have 
been able to navigate through the various genres of being an artist." 
  
    Ms. Green received her Master of Music degree from the University of Akron. In 1993 she founded 
Archangel Fine & Applied Arts Center, which developed a Jazz in the Park series that is in its 24th 
year, Archangel Dance Theater and Archangel Touring Theater. The Dance Theater became a touring 
company, which offered an annual performance for city schools at Stambaugh Auditorium while 
touring across country. In 2001 they were invited to represent the United States in the World Dance 
Festival; however after 9/11, the trip was canceled. While attending the University of Akron as a  

https://ysu.edu/
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https://aimsgraz.com/
https://aimsgraz.com/
http://www.carinthischersommer.at/en/home/
http://www.youngstownsymphony.com/
http://www.youngstownsymphony.com/
https://www.kcsymphony.org/
http://www.clevelandorchestra.com/
https://spoletousa.org/
https://www.dcdc.org/
https://www.clevephil.org/
http://columbussymphony.com/
http://columbussymphony.com/
http://www.warrenconcertband.com/
https://akronsymphony.org/
https://www.uakron.edu/
https://www.stambaughauditorium.com/
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graduate assistant, she was invited (after singing at an Italian Master Class) to study with Claudio 
Giombi at the Young Artist studio of La Scala Opera House in Milan, Italy.  
  
    Karen has continued as a director, playwright and author, venturing into television and film. March 
2018 along with David Vosburgh, she directed and choreographed the opera Porgy and 
Bess for Opera Western Reserve. She became a regular guest acting coach at the Actors Complex 
in Hollywood, was named top female monologue actor at the International Model Talent 
Association conference in New York City in 2014 and has mentored students that have achieved 
great careers in opera, stage, dance, film, TV, fashion and education. Presently she can be seen as 
Grandma Lucille in the Amazon Prime TV series Mafia Ties as she continues her musical theater 
career. 

  
A note from Karen Clark Green to Susan Davenny Wyner, when planning 
the Spring Concert: 
"Yes, the songs here are part of a story because I do have one, just in 
reference to making this performance personal! The Bridges songs are love 
songs, literally telling my story of where I'm at right now. I would like to end 
with those. I see the [Ricky Ian] Gordon songs first. I would like to read the 
Emily Dickinson poem Will There Really Be a Morning, if possible before I 
sing. A Glamorous Life is my life with my children, feeling guilty when I would 

have to be gone. It also has that wonderful drive to it. I'm so looking forward to this!" 
  

Joseph Kromholz, violin 

 
    Internationally acclaimed for his eloquent and expressive playing, violinist 
Joseph Kromholz is concertmaster of the Warren Philharmonic 
Orchestra, CityMusic Cleveland and Opera Western Reserve. A founding member 
of the Linden String Quartet, he is a professor at Youngstown State 
University's Dana School of Music, where he teaches violin, viola and chamber 
music. His students have attended the Juilliard School, Curtis Institute of 
Music, Cleveland Institute of Music, New England Conservatory, Berklee College 
of Music and Harvard University. He previously taught violin at Luther College. 

  
    Hailing from Reston, Virginia, Kromholz studied violin at the Cleveland Institute of Music and 
economics at Case Western Reserve University, followed by doctoral studies at New England 
Conservatory. He also taught college music theory for eight years. As a chamber music coach, he 
has taught at the Chamber Music Connection in Worthington, Ohio, at SUNY Stony Brook's summer 
chamber institute and at Kneisel Hall Chamber Music Festival in Blue Hill, Maine. 
  
    Mr. Kromholz's mentors and teachers include Paul Kantor, Miriam Fried, Itzhak Perlman and 
members of the Juilliard and Cleveland Quartets. 

http://www.teatroallascala.org/en/index.html
http://www.operawesternreserve.org/
https://www.imta.com/
https://www.imta.com/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt8598566/
http://www.citymusiccleveland.org/
http://operawesternreserve.org/
http://music.yale.edu/tag/linden-string-quartet/
https://ysu.edu/academics/college-creative-arts-and-communication/dana-school-of-music
http://www.juilliard.edu/
http://www.curtis.edu/
http://www.curtis.edu/
https://www.cim.edu/
http://necmusic.edu/
https://www.berklee.edu/
https://www.berklee.edu/
http://www.harvard.edu/
http://www.luther.edu/
http://www.case.edu/
http://cmconnection.org/
https://you.stonybrook.edu/chambermusicfestival/
https://you.stonybrook.edu/chambermusicfestival/
http://kneisel.org/
http://www.clevelandquartet.com/
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FLUTE 
Kathryn Thomas Umble* 
Victoria Francioni   
 
OBOE 
Martin Neubert* 
Michael Resanovic   
 
CLARINET 
Alice Wang* 
Joe Mansfield  
 
BASSOON 
Donald W. Byo* 
Janice Pylinski   
 
HORN 
Heather Johnson* 
Rob Cole 
Bryan Adkins 
Stan Matras 
 
TRUMPET 
Christopher Krummel* 
Brandon Perkins  

 

TROMBONE 
Andrew Mitchell* 
Kevin Casey 
Sebastian Bell  
 
TUBA 
J.C. Sherman* 
 
TIMPANI /PERCUSSION 
Scott Thomas* 
Don Yallech* 
Ken Alexander*  
 
VIOLIN I 
Joseph Kromholz, 
Concertmaster 
Katherine O’Neill 
Susan Brenneis-Fisher 
Megan Benchwick 
Abigail R McLaughlin 
Jordan Grantonic 
 
VIOLIN II 
Brendan Considine* 
Karen Considine 
Brittany Baglia 
Richard Smrek 
Robert Pavalko 
Juliana Dodson 

 

VIOLA 
Caitlin Hedge* 
Jenna Barvitski 
Natalie Sahyoun** 
Hillary Lenton   
 
CELLO 
Michael Gelfand* 
Scott Burns 
Jackie Pitman 
Stephanie Zitkovich  
 
DOUBLE BASS 
Jeffrey Bremer* 
Shawn Marko  
 
HARP 
Marissa Knaub-Avon* 
  
KEYBOARD 
Jack Ciarniello* 
 
 
 
*Principal player 
**Concert 
Manager/Librarian 
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Donald W. Byo is recognized for his 52 years as a member of the Warren Philharmonic Orchestra at the 
conclusion of the April 7, 2019, concert. 
 
Photo credit: Bill Mullane. 

 


